Camel thorn extract reduces activity of angiotensin-converting enzyme in rat aorta increased during aging and treatment with NO-synthase inhibitor.
We studied the effect of camel thorn extract on activity of angiotensin-converting enzyme in rat aorta increased in animals during aging or treatment with NO-synthase inhibitor. Intake of camel thorn extract with drinking water reduced activity of angiotensin-converting enzyme; the effect increased with increasing the dose of the extract. Angiotensin-converting enzyme activity in older rats and animals treated with NO-synthase inhibitor decreased to the values observed in young control rats at extract concentration of 0.2%. Comparison of the effects of camel thorn extract with those of flavonoid taxifolin showed that the extract was not inferior to taxifolin in preventing the early stages of aortic atherosclerosis caused by increased activity of angiotensin-converting enzyme.